12              JAPAN'S  FOREIGN  POLICIES

Alliance with Japan, by threatening in other case to
make an Alliance with Russia. Indeed, in case Lord
Lansdowne should have called this bluff, the stimulation,
according to Count Hayashi, even went so far as to
dispatch Marquis Ito, the most influential Japanese
statesman of that time, to St. Petersburg to open pour-
parlers with Count Lamsdorff for a Russo-Japanese Treaty.
In case the Russian bogey were not enough for the troubled
nerves of the British diplomats, M. Kurino was packed
off to Paris to talk about a Triple Alliance between Russia>
France and Japan.

That even Hayashi, hardened diplomatist as he was,
felt disgusted by the action of his chiefs is evidenced
by the passage, " the method by which the Alliance
was gained was a disgrace, and lost us the respect and
confidence of Europe and America/'

As bearing on the present international situation it
is interesting to recall that the Alliance was first proposed
by Germany to be a Triple Alliance of Britain, Germany
and Japan.1 The late Count was not backward in relating
how Germany was shut out, though he is careful to impute
the blame therefor to Lord Lansdowne. To whomso-
ever the blame, it is undeniable that it resulted in very
bitter feeling in Germany and did much to damage Anglo-
German relations.

Whether it was intended or not, the Alliance was ex-
ternally an extraordinary success for Great Britain, and
it has most certainly been the pandche of Japanese diplo-
macy. The antipathy between London and St. Petersburg
at that time was rather marked, whilst there was consider-
able jealousy in England with regard to French colonial
ambitions. The treaty, as Hayashi cynically details,
was nothing more than a " keep-the-ring " arrangement
whilst Japan fought Russia. It is doubtful if England
thought that she stood to lose or gain much or anything.

1 M. Oishi, Director of the Political Bureau at the Foreign Office during
the negotiations, published in 1915 some interesting reminiscences of
the circumstances, especially dealing with this point, which was rather
strenuously denied at Berlin.